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Coastal Resilience Design Guidelines



Coastal Flood Resilience Zoning Overlay – Article 25A

Section 25A-1  Purpose & 
Objectives

• Promote resilient design and consistent 
review standards

• Promote co-benefits of sustainable 
design

• Advance resilient design best practice
• Encourage resilient design that 

responds to Boston’s building types, 
individual buildings, district scale plans 
and the public realm 



Section 25A-3  Establishment of Overlay 
& Boundaries

• Physical Boundaries
• Overlay Map

• Based upon a 1% Chance Storm Event 
with 40 Inches of Sea Level Rise
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Section 25A-4  Applicability

• Projects Subject to CFROD
• Additional Gross Floor Area

• 20,000+ SF
• Additional Units

• 15+ dwelling units
• Change in Use

• 50,000 SF+; 100,000 SF Downtown
• Substantial Rehabilitation

• 100,000 SF+

• Resilience Review
• Design Guidelines
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Section 25A-6 Use & Dimensional 
Regulations

1. Regulations for All Uses & Structures

• Minimum Sea Level Rise Design Flood 
Elevation SLR-DFE: the minimum 
elevation of the lowest occupiable floor 
for residential uses or dry flood-proofing 
for non-residential uses.
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Section 25A-6 Use & Dimensional 
Regulations - continued

1. Regulations for All Uses & Structures

• Limitations on Residential Uses Below 
Sea Level Rise Design Flood Elevation

• Allowed Uses:
• Access or vertical circulation
• Flood prevention measures
• Storage
• Parking
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Section 25A-6 Use & Dimensional 
Regulations - continued

2. Regulations for Projects Subject to 
Resilience Review

• Measurement of Dimensions:
• Building height: SLR-BFE + 2-feet
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Section 25A-6 Use & Dimensional 
Regulations - continued

2. Regulations for Projects Subject to Resilience 
Review

• Measurement of Dimensions:
• Setbacks & Lot Coverage:

• Allowance for areas used for 
vertical circulation and elevated 
mechanicals

• Gross Floor Area exclusions:
• Vertical circulation
• Flood protection measures

Coastal Flood Resilience Zoning Overlay – Article 25A



Public Process
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